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Date Information Sheet Produced:
05 August 2015
Project Title

Single-father’s’ experiences and perceptions of social service providers: an online survey-based study
An Invitation
Hello, my name is Sharon Yella, and I’m a post-graduate student completing a MHSc in Counseling Psychology I would like to invite you to participate in my research. I will be looking at single-fathers’ experiences and perceptions of social services. The anonymous inline survey is a chance for you to share your attitudes, expectations and overall thoughts about social service organisations that you interact with. Your participation is voluntary and you may withdraw at any point of the research process.
 
What is the purpose of this research?
The primary purpose of this research is to gain insight and awareness of the issues faced by solo-fathers when interacting with social services, with the aim of seeing improvements in how social service organisations interact with single-fathers. In order to disseminate the knowledge obtained from this study, I hope to publish the findings in a scholarly journal, other academic publications or presentations. These will be available to you if you wish. As mentioned earlier, this research is being undertaken for my MHSc qualification.
How was I identified and why am I being invited to participate in this research?
Organisations that are known to have contact with single-fathers have been approached to forward the survey link and participant information only to single-fathers. I would greatly appreciate your participation as it will increase a social and professional awareness of the topic whilst contributing towards my Master in Health Science (Psychology) qualification.
What will happen in this research?

Once you enter the online survey, you will be asked to answer some questions about your experiences and perceptions of any social service agencies that you are now, or have been, in contact with. The survey consists of questions which can be answered on a scale  of responses to choose from. The findings will be statistically analysed and discussed in a final report, which can be made available to you.
What are the discomforts and risks?

There are no physical discomforts associated with this study. However, there is always a possibility of emotional and psychological discomfort when researching personal experiences. 
How will these discomforts and risks be alleviated?

You may pause or cease your involvement in the survey at any time. In the unlikely event of emotional distress and trauma caused by the research, I have included details for an organisation that you may speak with:    

Lifeline Aotearoa
24 hour telephone counselling
0800 543 354
www.lifeline.org.nz
What are the benefits?

You may benefit by sharing your story of single-parenthood and interactions with social services. In turn this will improve our knowledge of the topic as well as increase a social and professional awareness of issues faced by single-fathers. There appears to be very limited New Zealand literature on single-fathers. This information and research project is of great interest to the researcher who hopes to improve the lives of single-fathers in New Zealand.
How will my privacy be protected?

As this is an anonymous survey, privacy and confidentiality are guaranteed. Identifying information will not be requested. Once the survey is completed, you will be given the option to leave your email address, in order to receive the final report. Alternatively, I have noted my email address (below), where you can contact me in early 2016 for a copy of the report.
What opportunity do I have to consider this invitation?
You will have until 27th October 2015 to complete the survey.
How do I agree to participate in this research?

By completing the survey, you are indicating that you consent to participate in this research. 
Will I receive feedback on the results of this research?
Yes. At your request I will send you a summary of the study’s findings. Please email vtf7573@autuni.ac.nz.
What do I do if I have concerns about this research?
Any concerns regarding the nature of this project should be notified in the first instance to my post-graduate Supervisor, Dr Rhoda Scherman, rhoda.scherman@aut.ac.nz, 921-9999 ext 7228.
Concerns regarding the conduct of the research should be notified to the Executive Secretary, AUTEC, Kate O'Connor ethics@aut.ac.nz, +64 9 921 9999 extn: 6038.
Whom do I contact for further information about this research?
Researcher Contact Details:

Sharon Yella, vtf7573@aut.ac.nz
Project Supervisor Contact Details:

Rhoda Scherman

Department of Psychology

rhoda.scherman@aut.ac.nz
921-9999 ext. 7228
Approved by the Auckland University of Technology Ethics Committee on 09/10/2015. 
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