
June/July 2011 

Introducing: There has been a number of changes at the Christchurch office. 
Mark Grimes who was the Christchurch Coordinator for Christchurch has     
returned to England.  Mark was an important part of the Trust who made a big 
impact. Mark, your work was much appreciated and you will be greatly missed. 
Our support worker Peter Walker has stepped into the role as coordinator, 
while new go to man Craig Singleton has been employed as the support     
worker. 
Justin Makinson joins our team as a youth worker; Justin’s role is to assist the 
trust to develop a service to support teenage parents and families. Once imple-
mented, Justin will then engage with families to support teenage parents specif-
ically with a fathering perspective. 
 
Video Chat: Father and Child can now offer a keep in touch service, especially 
if you are separated from your family. We are able to facilitate a video confer-
ence with you and your loved ones. Providing they have internet access. 
 
Playgroup: New Dads and Kids playgroup has been going for a number of 
weeks on Thursday mornings between 10.30am and 12.00pm at Plunket - 38 
Portsmouth Street, Aranui. It would be wonderful to see more of you guys there 
with your young ones. 
 
 Teen Dads Service: The Father and Child Trust has been working on devel-
oping the teen dads service. Justin Makinson has been employed as a youth 
support worker to work with young parents and families. Justin has begun his 
work in developing a model to work form with young families. We have linked 
our service with Waipuna; Waipuna will connect with young mothers while the 
Trust links with young fathers. Waipuna and Father and Child acknowledge that 
involvement of fathers is a very important part of a child’s development. To get 
optimal benefits for a child, mothers and fathers need to work together, and the 
two Trusts believe that this parental co-operation should be encouraged, ex-
pected, nurtured and role-modelled by those working with families. If young 
women and men are to work together as parents, they must both be given the 
tools for parenting and also to maintain a co-operative relationship with each 
other. Therefore all information, education and support related to parenting and 
relationship issues will be delivered to both parents together. Watch this space 
for more information on the service.  
 

Donating: Buying or selling? Wishing you could donate more money to the  
Father and Child Trust? Then check out www.usave.co.nz. The website has 
been specifically set up for charities, schools and community groups so that 
when you buy or sell, 50% of the commission is sent to the charity of your 
choice. 
 
Budgeting Advice: Are your finances a worry? Do you need more money? 
Harald is now available for budgeting advice . Please phone for an appoint-
ment. 
 
Opening Hours: Drop in from 10.00am till 2.00pm or other times by ap-
pointment. 
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Another AGM is coming up, our 14th, and for me this means writing 

our annual report and look at what we’ve achieved in the last 12 

months.  

This year has been quite exceptional. We now have a total of eight 

staff in three locations and in the last year we have helped more dads 

and kids directly than ever before. We’ve also attracted more funding 

than ever before, although it is still peanuts compared to what a   

comparable mothers’ group would turn over.  

I’m extremely excited about our starting cooperation with Waipuna 

Trust in Christchurch. Together we’ll be trying to work with both 

teenage parents from before the birth of their baby, supporting them 

both individually and together and making sure they both get the 

same information about parenting and baby care, hoping to instil a 

sense of working together. The Ministry of Social Development is 

funding this and, although quite a small amount of money, it is on-

going, enabling us to work with young families for longer periods of 

time. There’s another first in this: never before in New Zealand have 

a fathers group and a much larger ‘mainstream’ organisation engaged 

together in the delivery of an on-going social service, especially not 

where the larger organisation is the sub-contractor to the smaller one. 

Meanwhile, we are always thinking about our roots. We are helping a 

lot of people with quite ugly stuff, but at the end of the day we’re 

dads and we like nothing more than talking with you about our kids, 

our parenting challenges, our    

glamour moments and also maybe 

the not so good ones. You don’t need 

to have a problem to come here! 

Come in and bring the  

little blighters along – we 

love to be disrupted. 
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Thank you  for supporting  

The Father and Child Trust! 


